National Education (Ireland) Bill. 


ARRANGEMENT OF CLAUSES. 


Part I. 

School Attendance. 

Clause. 

1. Declaration of duty of parent as to education. 

2. Prohibition to employ a child who is not being educated. 

3. School attendance committees. 

4. Penalty for employing a child in contravention of Act. 

D. Circumstances making the employment of children legal. 

6. Making of attendance orders. 

7. Penalty for disobedience to attendance order. 

8. Excuses for non-attendance at school. 

0. Expenses of school attendance committee. 

A dm. in is tea lice JPeozisions. 

10. School attendance officer. 

11. Register of excuses. 

12. Supplemental provisions as to certificates of proficiency and 

previous attendance at school. 

13. Power of officer of school attendance committee to enter 

place of employment. 

14. Exemption of employer on proof of guilt of some other 
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15. School attendance rolls. 

10. Power of school attendance officer to inspect attendance 
rolls. 

17. Certificates of birth for purposes of Act. 

18. Searches in register of births and deaths. 

19. Provision for case of default of school attendance committee. 
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A 

BILL 

TO 

Improve National Education in Ireland. 

B E it enacted by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and 
Temporal, and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and 
by the authority of the same, as follows : 


5 Part I. 

School Attendance. 

1. It shall be the duty of the parent of every child to cause 
such child to receive efficient elementary instruction in reading, 
writing, and arithmetic*; and if such parent fails to perform 
10 such duty he shall be liable to such orders and penalties as are 
provided by this Act. 

Subject to the provisions of this Act, the requirement contained 
in this section shall be deemed to be satisfied in the case of any 
child who makes seventy-five complete attendances at any National 
15 school in the half-year ending the thirtieth day of June of each 
year, and seventy-five complete attendances in the half-year ending 
the thirty-first day of December of each year. 

In the year in which any child attains the age of six years, the 
requirement contained in this section shall be deemed to be satisfied 
20 if such child makes one attendance at a National school for every 
two days on which such school is open, between the day on which 
such child attains the age of six years and the end of the year ; 
provided that if such child attains the age. of six years before the 
thirtieth day of June he shall make not less than seventy- five com- 
25 plete attendances in the half-year ending the thirty- first day of 
December in that year. 
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2. A person shall not, after the commencement of this Act, take 
into his employment (except as herein-after in this Act mentioned) 
any child — 

(1.) Who is under the age of ten years ; or 

(2.) Who being of the age of ten years or upwards has not 5 
obtained such certificate, either of his proficiency in reading, 
writing, and elementary arithmetic, or of previous due attend- 
ance at a National school, as is mentioned in that behalf in 
the First Schedule to this Act, unless such child being of the 
age of ten years or upwards, is employed and is attending 10 
school in accordance with the provisions of the Factory Acts, 
or of this Act. 

3. For enforcing the provisions of this Act relative to the employ- 
ment, and the attendance ot‘ children at school, the guardians of 
the poor of every union shall divide the union into so many districts 15 
as they think expedient, and may from time to time vary the division 

so made. Each such district shall consist of such one or more poor 
law electoral divisions as the guardians think proper. 

There shall be a school attendance committee for each district. 

The school attendance committee shall consist of six persons, two 20 
of whom shall be elected by the board of guardians of the union, 
two by the Commissioners of Education, and two by the managers 
of the national schools and such other schools in the district as are 
herein-after mentioned. 

The manager of every public elementary school, other than a 25 
national school, shall be qualified to take part in the election of a 
school attendance committee, if the school receives day pupils, and 
has an average daily attendance of thirty extern pupils at least 
during the year preceding the election. 

Any dispute as to the right of any person claiming to be the 30 
manager of a school to take part in an election, or as to the right 
of any person to act as a member of a school attendance committee, 
shall he determined by the Commissioners of Education. 

The persons elected by the hoard of guardians of a union shall he 
themselves members of the board at the time of their election. 35 

The provisions contained in the schedule to this Act shall regu- 
late the mode of appointment and the conduct of the business of 
school attendance committees. 

This section shall come into operation on the passing of this Act. 

4. Every person who takes a child into his employment in 40 
contravention of this Act shall be liable, on summary conviction to 

a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. It shall be the duty of 
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the school attendance committee to take proceedings for the reco- A.D. 1885 . 
very of all penalties incurred under this section. 

5. A person shall not be deemed to have taken any child into his Clrcnm- 
employment contrary to the provisions of this Act, if the circum- s,ance ' 

5 stances of the case are such as to constitute a good defence to mjSmi 
any proceedings which might be taken under this Act against , of cUil,llv ". 
the parent of such child for the non-attendaucc of such child at 
school. 

6 . If the parent of any child, who is under this Act prohibited Making of 
10 from being taken into employment, without reasonable excuse 

within the meaning of this Act neglects to provide efficient S * Jo Viet, 
elementary instruction for liis child, it shall he the duty of the c - n - 
school attendance committee of the district in which such parent 
lives, after due warning to the parent of such child, to complain to 
15 a court of summary jurisdiction, and such court may, if satisfied of 
the truth of such complaint, reprimand the parent and order the 
child to he sent to school. 

An order under this section is in this Act referred to as an 
attendance order. 

20 7. Where an attendance order is nor complied with without any Penalty for 

reasonable excuse within the meaning of this Act, a court of sum- toiSbm4uM» 
rnary jurisdiction, on complaint made by the school attendance ord**r. 
Committee, may, if it think fit, order as follows : c 9 ;!) 4 ? 12 ** 

Tf the parent of the child does not appear, or appears and fails to 
25 satisfy the court that he has used all reasonable efforts to enforce 
compliance with tbe order, the court may impose a penalty not 
exceeding, with the costs, five shillings for each offence. 

Provided that a complaint under this section with respect to a 
continuing non-compliance with any attendance order shall not he 
30 repeated by the school attendance committee at any less interval 
than two months. 

8. Any of the following reasons shall he accepted as a reason- Excuses 

able excuse under this Act for non-attendance of a child at forn ° n ' 

attendnnee 

school : — at schoi !. 

35 (i.) That there is not within two miles, measured according to 33 *34 Viet, 

the nearest road from the residence of the child, any public 39 40 vf c i 
elementary school which the child could attend, or any such c. 79. k 11 . 
school to which the parent of tbe child does not object on 
conscientious religious grounds to send such child. 

40 ( 2 .) That the absence of the child from school has been caused 

by sickness, delicacy, or any unavoidable cause. 
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A.D. iss.i. (3.) That the child is under seven years of age and lives at too 
great a distance from any public elementary school which he 
could attend, eveu though such distance is less than two miles. 

(4.) That the child is receiving suitable elementary education in 
some other manner. 5 

Expenses 9. The expenses of a school attendance committee under this Act 
attendance shall be paid from time to time by the board of guardians out of the 
committee, common funds of the union, upon the requisition of the school 
Tt9*s. 31?* attendance committee. 

Administrative Provisions. 10 

School 10. The school attendance committee shall from time to time 

offi'-er- 3000 appoint or employ au officer or officers to serve under them in 

carrying this Act into effect, and to act as their clerk, with such 
remuneration as may be agreed on between the board of guardians 
and the school attendance committee, subject to the approval of the 15 
Local Government Board, or, in case of disagreement, as may be 
settled by the Local Government Board. Two or more school 
attendance committees may arrange for the appointment of the 
same person to be an officer of both or all such committees. A 
person in the service of a board of guardians shall not be deemed 20 
ineligible to be appointed to be a school attendance officer, but no 
such person shall be so appointed unless with the sanction of the 
Local Government Board. A school attendance officer may be 
removed by the school attendance committee at their discretion. 

Register of H. "Whenever a school attendance committee abstains from 25 
making a complaint or instituting a prosecution under this Act 
against ail employer, or agaiust the parent of a child, because they 
are satisfied of the existence of a reasonable excuse for the non- 
attendance of the child at school, they shall cause an entry of the 
fact, setting out such alleged reasonable excuse, to be made in a 30 
register to be kept for that purpose. 

The register may be inspected at any reasonable time by any 
manager or teacher of a National school in the district of such 
school attendance committee. The register shall be produced for 
inspection by the board of guardians of the union from time to 35 
time, and also whenever any member of the board of guardians so 
requires. [ 

Supple- 12. The certificates of proficiency of a child in reading, writing, 

visions as°to an( l elementary arithmetic, and of the previous due attendance of 
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a child at a National .school for the purposes of tliis Act, shall he A.D. l*s.5. 
certificates of proficiency and previous due attendance ascertained L . vn j~.. of 
according to the standards set forth iu the First Schedule to pvofiownev 
this Act, and such certificates shall be granted to the child entitled 
5 to the same free of cost or charge to such child, or to the parent of at *..-iiooi. 
such child. 

The Commissioners of Education may from time to time by order 
make, and when made, revoke and vary regulations with respect to 
certificates of age for the purposes of this Act ; and also with 
10 respect to the persons by whom and the form in which certi- 
ficates of the said proficiency and due attendance are to be granted, 
and with respect to other matters relating thereto. 

13. If it appears to any justice of the peace, oil the complaint of 1 ’iwer r,f 
an officer of the school attendance committee acting under this 

15 Act, that there is reasonable cause to believe that a child is cm- am-.- rein, 
ployed in coutravention of this Act in any place, whether a huildiug n,l,t "" 
or not, such justice may by order under Ins hand empower an emj.lovm.ut. 
officer of the school attendance committee to enter such place at 
any reasonable time within forty-eight hours from the date of 
20 the order, and examine such place and any person found therein 
touching the employment of any child therein. 

Any person refusing admission to an officer authorised by au 
order under this section, or obstructing him in the discharge of his 
duty, shall for each offence he liable on summary conviction to a 
25 penalty not exceeding twenty pounds. 

14. Where the offence of taking a child into employment in Exemption 

contravention of this Act is in fact committed by an agent or 
workman of the employer, such agent or workman shall be liable guilt ..r 
to a penalty as if he were the employer. so “* f otl,w ‘ 

30 Where a child is taken into employment in contravention of tliis 1 
Act on the production by or with the privity of' the parent of a 
false or forged certificate, or on the false representation of liis 
parent that the child is of an age at which such employment is 
not in contravention of tliis Act, that parent shall be liable to a 
35 peualtv not exceeding/oWy shillings. 

Where an employer charged with taking a child into his employ- 
ment in contravention of this Act proves that lie lias used due 
diligence to enforce the observance of this Act, and either that some 
agent or workmen of his employed the child without his know- 
40 ledge or consent, or that the child was employed either on the 
production of a forged or false certificate and under the belief in 
o-ood faith in the genuineness and truth of such certificate, or on 
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the representation by his parent that the child was of an age 
at which his employment would not he in contravention of this 
Act, and under the belief in good faith in such representation, the 
employer shall he exempt from any penalty. 

Where an employer satisfies the person about to institute a pro- 5 
secution that he is exempt under this section by reason of some 
agent, workman, or parent being guilty, and gives all facilities 
in his power for proceeding against and convicting such agent, 
workman, or parent, such person shall institute proceedings 
against such agent, workman, or parent, and not against the 10 
employer. 

15. At the end of each half year, namely, on the thirtieth of June 
and the thirty-first of December, the principal teacher of each 
school in the. district, which receives day pupils, shall make out a 
summary roll of the attendances of the children attending the school 15 
as day pupils who have made any attendances dining the half year, 

on a form furnished by the school attendance committee, and shall 
have this summary roll ready for delivery when called for by an 
officer of the school attendance committee as soon as possible after 
the termination of each half year. 20 

16. The principal teacher, or other person for the time being in 
charge of any school which admits day pupils shall allow any school 
attendance officer at convenient times to examine the school registers, 
class rolls, and other documents in use in the school, but only in so 
far as they relate to the attendance of the pupils. Any person failing 95 
to comply with this section shall be liable on summary conviction 

to a penalty not exceeding forty shillings. 

17. Where the age of any cliild is required to he ascertained or 
proved for the purposes of this Act, or for any purpose connected 
witli the elementary education or employment in labour of such 30 
child, any person on presenting a written requisition in such form 
and containing such particulars as may be from time to time 
prescribed by the Registrar General, and on payment of such 
fee, not exceeding one shilling, as the Registrar General may from 
time to time fix, shall he entitled to obtain a certified, copy under 35 
the hand of the registrar or superintendent registrar of the entry in 
the register under the Births and Deaths Registration Acts 
(Ireland), 1863 to 1880, of the birth of the child named in the re- 
quisition. 

18. Every superintendent registrar or registrar of births and 40 
deaths, or other person having the custody of the register hooks 
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kept in accordance with the Births and Deaths Registration Acts 
(Ireland), 1860 to 1880, shall at all seasonable times permit any 
school attendance officer, on the production by him of a proper 
authority from the school attendance committee in a form to 
5 be approved by the Registrar-General, to inspect the register 
books, without any fee or reward, and to take such notes and 
extracts as lie may deem necessary for enabling him to perform his 
duty under this Act. 

19. If owing to any cause any school attcudance committee 
10 have failed to fulfil their duty under this Act, the Commis- 
sioners of Education on complaint thereof being made to them 
may supersede such defaulting school attendance committee, and 
may order that a new committee shall be appointed, or may 
appoint one or more person or persons to discharge for a 
15 specified period not exceeding two years the duties of the school 
attendance committee. The Local Government Board may from time 
to time determine what remuneration shall he paid to any officer 
appointed under this section. 

During the said specified period the person or persons so appointed 
20 shall perform the duty of the defaulting school attendance com- 
mittee under this Act, to the exclusion of that committee, and 
shall, in the performance and for the purposes of such duty, be 
invested with all the powers of the school attendance committee ; 
but after the expiration of such period a school attendance com- 
25 mittee shall forthwith be appointed, and shall resume the duty of 
the school attendance committee under this Act, subject neverthe- 
less to any further proceeding under this section in the case of a 
new default. 

All expenses incurred by persons appointed under this section, 
30 inclu ding such remuneration, if any, as the Local Government Board 
may assign to such persons, shall be defrayed by the guardians of 
the union out of their common fund. 


PART II. 

Sites for Schools and Residences. 

35 20. («•) Any person who is desirous to erect a building to be 

used in perpetuity for a National school, or for the residence of a 
teacher of a National school, may make application to the Com- 
missioners of Education for an order declaring that, having regard 
[111.] B 
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A.D. l.sso. to the educational wants of the district in which the school or 
residence is proposed to he built, it is expedient that the proposed 
school or residence should be built; and that the Commissioners 
are satisfied that a suitable site for such building cannot be acquired 
otherwise than by putting this part of this Act into effect. 5 

(b.) The application shall contain such particulars with reference 
to the school or residence, ‘and the land intended to be purchased, 
and otherwise, and shall be supported by such evidence as the Com- 
missioners of Education may require. The applicant shall nominate 
to the Commissioners a body of persons not less than three in number, 10 
in whom the proposed site and building shall be vested, upon trust 
to permit the same to be used in perpetuity for the purposes of a 
National school, or for the residence of a teacher of a National school. 

(<?.) The application shall be in a form prescribed by the Com- 
missioners. Every application shall be signed by all the persons 15 
named therein as trustees. 

(d.) The Commissioners of Education, if satisfied with reference 
to the matters aforesaid, may make the order sought for. 

Licoipora- 21. With respect to the purchase of lands by trustees under 

Ckiises^Acts! this Act, the Lands Clauses Acts shall be incorporated with this 20 
Act, except the provisions relating to access to the special 
Act. In the coustraction of such Acts for the purposes of this 
Act, the expression the “ special Act ” shall he taken to apply to a 
provisional order made by the Local Government Board under this 
Act. The expression “the promoters of the undertaking,” and 25 
" the company ” in the said Acts shall be construed to mean the 
trustees mentioned in this Act. 

Procedure 22. (1.) The trustees before putting in force any of the powers 

ot ,r pro^ 1Dmg tlle Lan ^ s Clauses Acts with respect to the purchase and taking 

visional of lands otherwise than by agreement, shall publish once at least in 30 
the LocaJ m eac!l of three consecutive weeks in the month of November in some 
Government newspaper or newspapers circulating in the poor law union in 
Board. which the lands are situated, an advertisement describing shortly 
the purposes in respect of which the lands are proposed to he 
taken, naming a place where a map of the lands proposed to he 35 
taken can he seen at all reasonable hours, and stating the denomina- 
tions and quantity of lands they require ; and shall further serve 
a notice in the month of December on every owner or reputed 
owner, lessee or reputed lessee of such lands, defining in each case 
the particular lands intended to be taken, and requiring an answer 40 
stating whether the person so served assents, dissents, or is neuter 
in respect of the talcing of such lands. 
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(2.) On compliance with the provisions of this section with 
respect to advertisements and notices, and not sooner than fifteen 
days or later than thirty days after the service of the last-men- 
tioned notices, the trustees may, if they think fit, present a petition 
5 to the Local Government Board. The petition shall set out the 
order of the Commissioners of Education with reference to the pro- 
posed school or residence ; it shall state the lands intended to be 
taken, and the purposes for which they are required, and the names 
of the owners, lessees, and occupiers of lands who have assented, 
10 dissented, or are neuter in respect of the taking of such lands, or 
who have returned no answer to the notice, and that the trustees 
have failed to obtain such lands by voluntary agreement : it shall 
pray that the trustees, with reference to such lands, may be allowed 
to put in force the powers of the Lands Clauses Act with respect to 
15 the purchase and taking of lands otherwise than by agreement. Such 
petition shall be signed by all the trustees, and shall be supported 
by such evidence as the Local Government Board shall require. 


23. On the receipt of such petition, and on due proof of the proper 
advertisements having been published and notices served, the Local 
20 Government Board shall take such petition into consideration, and 
may direct a local inquiry as to the propriety of assenting to the prayer 
of such petition, but until such inquiry shall be made no order shall 
be made affecting any lands without the consent of the owners, 
lessees, or occupiers thereof. After the completion of such inquiry 
25 the Local Government Board may by provisional order empower 
the trustees to purchase such lands or any portion of the same, 
and may empower the trustees to put in force, with reference 
to the lands referred to in such order, the powers of the Lands 
Clauses Acts with respect to the purchase and taking of lands other- 
30 wise than by agreement, or any of them, and either absolutely or 
with such conditions or modifications as the Local Government 
Board may think fit ; and it shall be tbe duty of the trustees to serve 
a copy of any order so made in the manner, and on the persons 
in which and on whom notices in respect of such lands are required 
35 to be served. The Order may contain such provisions as the Local 
Government Board may deem necessary for securing that in case 
the said trustees acquire land as a site for a school or residence 
under this A.ct, otherwise than by agreement, the school or residence 
shall be built to tbe satisfaction of the Commissioners, and shall be 
40 properly maintained, and be at all times conducted as a national 
school or used for the residence of a teacher of a national school. 
under the regulations of the Commissioners for the time being in 
[111.] B 2 


A.D. 1SS5. 


Petition to to 
considered 
by Local 
<!o vc-rmuent. 
Board, \vl»o 
may direct a 
local inquiry. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



A.D. 1SS5. 


Notices muv 
be given 
before No- 
vember and 
December. 


Application 
of the exist- 
ing practice 
to provi- 
sional orders 
under this 
Act. 

41 & 42 Viet, 
c. 52. 


Allowance 
of costs of 
parties. 


Estimates of 
results fees 
in each year. 


10 National Education {Ireland). [4S Vict.] 

force ; anti for providing for the appointment of new trustees fr om 
time to time ; and generally, for all such matters and things as the 
Commissioners may think expedient. 

24. The notices required by this part of this Act to be given in the 
months of November and December, may he given in the months of 5 
September and October, or October and November , hut in either of 
such last-mentioned cases an inquiry preliminary to the provisional 
order to which such notices refer shall not be held until the 
expiration of one month from the last day of the second of the 
two months in which such notices are given ; and any notices or 10 
orders by this part of tliis Act required to be served on a number of 
persons having any right, in, over, or on lands in common may he 
served on any three or more of such persons on behalf of all such 
persons. 

25. The provisions of the two hundred and fourteenth section of 15 
the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, relating to provisional 
orders made by the Local Government Board under that Act shall 
apply to provisional orders made by them under this Act : Subject 
however to the following amendment of sub-section three of that 
section, that is to say, that if a memorial is presented to the Local 20 
Government Board within one month after the making of a Pro- 
visional Order, by an owner, lessee, or occupier of lands proposed 

to he taken compulsorily, stating that the memorialist requires that 
such order shall not be acted on until it is confirmed by Parlia- 
ment, then the order shall be of no force unless and until it is 25 
confirmed by Parliament ; but if no such memorial is presented, 
then the order shall come into force at the expiration of one month 
from the making thereof. 

26. The Local Government Board may make such order as they 
think fit in favour of any person whose land was proposed to he 30 
taken compulsorily for the allowance of the reasonable costs, 
charges, and expenses incurred by him in opposing such proposal. 

Any such order may he made a rule of Her Majesty’s High Court 
of Justice in Ireland, and may he enforced accordingly. 


Part III. 35 

Local Contributions to Remits Fees of National Schools. 

27. (a.) The Commissioners of Education shall annually send to 
the Local Government Board a copy of so much of their estimate 
for each financial year as relates to the results fees payable to the 
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national school teachers in that year according to the rules of the A.D. is*5. 
Commissioners, as soon as such estimate lias been approved by the 
Commissioners of the Treasury. 

(6.) The Commissioners shall at the same time require the Local 
5 Government Board to provide an amount equal to one half of such 
estimated results fees. 

2 8. (a.) Upon the receipt of every such estimate the Local Local 
Government Board shall by an order under their seal assess the 
sum required to be provided by them upon the several unions, in assess tin’ 

10 proportion to the net annual value of the property therein ; and 

shall transmit a copy of such order to the guardians and likewise uniou.au. i 

to the treasurer of each union, statins the amount, so assessed on I,: ’ , 

, ’ ° order for the 

such union ; l,. V y thereof. 

(J.) On the receipt of such order by the treasurer of any 
15 union he shall, out of the funds then lying in his hands to the 
credit of the guardians of the union, or if there shall be then no 
sufficient assets, out of the moneys next received by him and placed 
to the credit of such guardians, pay over the amount so assessed on 
the union to the Bank of Ireland, to be there placed to the credit of 
20 the Commissioners of Education to a separate accou nt. to bo entitled 
“The Results Fees Account.” 

(c.) The guardians of such union shall debit tbe several electoral 
divisions with proportions of the said amount according to the net 
annual value of the property therein. 

25 29. The moneys so placed to the credit of tlie Commissioners of Application 

Education in each financial year shall he applied by them in making ^iimtlon 00 " 
payments to the teachers of national schools byway of addition to the 
results fees payable to the teachers of national schools in such year. 

No greater sum shall be paid to any teacher out of such moneys 
30 than is equal to one half the amount of results fees payable to such 
teacher in that year. 

30. In any financial year, if the sum placed to the credit of Disposition 
tbe Commissioners of Education exceeds the amount required for ^ c " veri ' lu5 ’ 
tbe purposes of this Act in such year, such overplus shall be carried 
35 to tbe credit of the next following financial year, after providing a 
reserve fund of an amount sufficient in the judgment of the Com- 
missioners to meet the possibility of future deficiencies. 
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Supplemen tal Provisions. 

31. The school attendance committees appointed in the year one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-five shall, as soon as may be, 
publish the provisions of tins Act within their respective districts, in 5 

' such manner as they think best cal culated for making those provisions 
known. 

32. -;iny person guilty of the falsification of any certificate, or 
return, or document in connexion with the administration of this Act, 
shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding \o 
five pounds , or at the discretion of the court to imprisonment for a 
term not exceeding two -month#, with or without hard labour. 

33. (1.) In any proceeding against the parent of a child for not 
complying with an attendance order, the court may, instead of 
inflicting a penalty, make an order directing that the child shall 15 
attend school, and that if lie fails to do so, the person on whom 
such order is made shall pay a penalty not exceeding five shillings. 

(2.) Any justice may by summons require any parent, of a child 
required under this Act to attend school to produce the child before 
a court of summary jurisdiction ; and any person failing without 20 
reasonable excuse to the satisfaction of the court to comply with 
such summons shall be liable to a penalty not exceeding twenty 
shillings. 

(3.) A certificate purporting to be under the hand of the principal 
teacher of a public elementary school, stating that a child is or is not 25 
attending such school, or stating the particulars of the attendance 
of a child at such school, shall he evidence of the facts stated in 
such certificate. 

(1.) "Where a child is apparently of the age alleged by the com- 
plainant in the course of any proceedings under this Act, it shall 30 
lie on the defendant to prove that the child is not of such age. 

(5.) Any person may appear in any proceedings under this Act 
by any member of his family or any other person authorised by 
him in tliis behalf. 

34. No legal proceedings for non-attendance at school shall be 35 
commenced in a court of summary jurisdiction, by any person 
appointed to carry out the compulsory provisions of this Act 

as to attendance at school, except by the direction of not less 
than two members of a school attendance committee. 
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35. Any penalty under this Act, and any proceedings which may 

be taken in a summary manner, may be recovered and taken in the R — 
manner provided by the Summary Jurisdiction Acts, that is to say, |«3E 
in the police district of Dublin metropolis, the Acts regulating the 
5 powers and duties of justices of the peace and of the police for such 

district ; and elsewhere in Ireland, the Petty Sessions (Ireland) Act. ' i A l' Vict. 
1851, and the Acts amending the same. c ‘ J,! ‘ 

For the purposes of this Act a court of summary jurisdiction 
shall be constituted of not less than two justices of the peace, or of 
10 one resident magistrate with or without other justices, or of a 
divisional justice of Dublin metropolis. 

36. Part One of this Act shall not apply to a child employed in Saving u* t„ 
a factory or workshop and who attends school in accordance with |‘Ek!iho "" l 
the provisions of the Factory and "Workshops Act, 187S. 

15 37. In the construction of this Act the following expressions Con.-mu- 

shall have the meanings hereby assigned to them, unless there is ,ion 1,1 ,erm ' - 
something in the context repugnant thereto ; that is to say. 

The expression “Lord Lieutenant” shall include the Lords 
Justices or other Chief Governor or Governors of Ireland for 
20 the time being. 

The expression “ the Commissioners of Education ” shall mean 
“ the Commissioners of National Education in Ireland.” 

The expression “ the Local Government Board ” shall mean the 
Local Government Board for Ireland. 

25 The expression “ financial year " shall mean the period between 
the thirty-first day of March in any year, and the thirty- 
first day of March in the next following year. 

The expression “ results fees ” shall mean fees payable to teachers 
of National schools other than poor law union national schools, 

30 out of moneys provided by Parliament, in respect of the results 
ascertained to have been effected in then* respective schools. 

The expression “public elemental v school” shall mean any 
national school or any school having a daily average atten- 
dance of not less than thirty children attending as day pupils, 
gg “ Average attendance ” shall mean average attendance as 
defined by the rules of the Commissioners of Education for the 
tim e being in force. 

The expression “ parent ” includes guardian and every person who 
is liable to maintain or has the actual custody of any child. 

40 The expression “ child ” shall mean any child who is more than 
six and less than fourteen years of age. 
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Short title. 


The expression “ Lands Clauses Acts ” shall meau and include 
“ tlie Lauds Clauses Consolidation Act, 1845,” as tlic same is 
amended by “ the Lauds Glauses Consolidation Acts Amend- 
ment Act, I860 “ the Railways Act (Ireland), 1851 “ the 
Railways Act ( Ireland), 1860 “ the Railways Act (Ireland), 
1864;” and i; tlic Railways Traverse Act.” 

38. The Schedules to this Act shall have effect as if they were 
enacted in the body of this Act. The regulations contained in the 
Second Schedule may from time to time be added to or amended 
by the Commissioners of Education, with the sanction of the Lord 
Lieutenant acting by and with the advice of the Privy Council in 
Ireland. 

39. The Act set out in the Third Schedule to this Act, is hereby 
repealed to the extent specified in that schedule, except as to any- 
thing done or any right or liability accrued before the commencement 
of this Act. 

40. This Act shall, save as otherwise expressly provided, com- 
mence and come iuto operation on the first day of January one 
thousand eight hundred and eighty-six. 

41. This Act shall extend to Ireland only, and may be cited for all 
purposes as the National Education (Ireland) Act, 1885. 
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SCHEDULES. 


FIRST SCHEDULE. 

(1.) The standard of proficiency in reading, writing, and elemen- 
tary arithmetic for the purpose of a certificate under this Act 
5 enabling a child to be employed, shall be such standard as may be 
fixed by the Commissioners of Education from time to time, either 
before or after the commencement of this Act, for that purpose. 

Any standard of proficiency so fixed shall be submitted for the 
approval of the Lord Lieutenant in Council, and shall not come 
10 into force if disapproved by the Lord Lieutenant, with the advice 
of the Privy Council. 

(2.) The Standard of previous due attendance at a National school 
for the purpose of a certificate under this Act enabling a child to be 
employed shall be seventy-five complete attendances at any 
15 National school or schools in the half year ending the thirtieth day 
of June of each year, and seventy-five complete attendances in the 
half year ending the thirty-first day of December of each year during 
each year for four years, whether consecutive or not. 

(3.) During the three years after the passing of this Act, the 
20 standard of previous due attendance shall be that shown in the 
follow ing table : 



Daring the Year , 

Number of 
Attendances 
in each half year. 

For the following 
Number of Years. 1 



1886 

75 

1 



1887 

75 

2 



1888 

75 

3 




SECOND SCHEDULE. 


Appointment of School Attendance Committees. 

30 (1.) The first dividing of the several poor law unions into school 

™ attendance districts, may take place at any meeting of the board of 
cmardians in the months of October or November after the passing 

° [in-] c 


A.D. 183 
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A,D. iSSo. of this Act, to he appointed by the several boards of guardians at 
their discretion. 

(2.) The first election of school attendance committees shall take 
take place at some time in the months of December or January, 
after the passing of this Act, to be appointed by the Commissioners 5 
of Education. 

Subsequent appointments of school attendance committees shall 
take place, so far as regards the members appointed by boards of 
guardians, in every third year at the first meeting of each board of 
guardians after the annual election of guardians in that year, or 10 
on some other day to be fixed by the boards of guardians respec- 
tively ; and so far as regards the members not appointed by boards 
of guardians, shall take place at some convenient time in the 
months of March or April in every third year, to be appointed by 
the Co mmis sioners of Education. 16 

(3.) The managers of schools who are qualified to vote at an 
election of a school attendance committee shall vote at a meeting 
to he held at such place and time and subject to such regulations as 
may he prescribed by the Commissioners of Education, of which 
meeting the Commissioners shall give such public notice as they 20 
think necessary. 

The manager of one school, if otherwise qualified, shall be 
entitled to two votes at an election. The manager of more schools 
than one, if otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to votes in the 
proportion of two votes for each school of which he is manager. 25 

(4.) A school attendance committee shall continue in office until 
the new committee is appointed. 

(5.) Any casual vacancy in a school attendance committee among 
the members elected by a board of guardians may he filled up by 
the board of guardians : 30 

Any casual vacancy among the members elected by the Com- 
missioners of Education may be filled up by the Commissioners, and 
any casual vacancy among the members elected by the managers 
of schools may be filled up by the managers. 

(6.) If from any cause a board of guardians, or the managers of 35 
schools in any district, make default in. exercising their right to 
elect members of a school attendance committee, the Local Govern- 
ment Board in the case of default by a board of guardians, and the 
Commissioners of Education in the case of a default by the managers 
of schools, may fill up the vacancies resulting from such default by 40 
electing fit and proper persons to be members of the school atten- 
dance committee. 
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(7.) If from any cause in any district ascliool attendance committee A.D. 188 

either are not elected at the time fixed for then- election, or at any 

time cease to be in existence, or to he of sufficient number to form 
a quorum, or neglect or refuse to act, the Commissioners of Educa- 
5 tion may proceed in the same manner as if there were a school 
attendance committee acting in such district, and that committee 
were a committee in default. 

Proceedings of School Attendance Committees. 

(8.) The school attendance committee may elect a chairman of their 
10 meetings, who shall continue in office until the expiration of one 
year from the date of his election or until the expiration of 
the term of office of the school attendance committee by whom he 
was elected, whichever shall first happen. 

If no such chairman is elected, or during the temporary absence 
15 from any meeting of the person elected chairman, the members 
present shall choose one of their number to be chairman of the 
meeting. 

In case of an equal division of votes upon any question before 
a school attendance committee, the chairman shall have a second 
20 or casting vote. 

(9.) The committee may meet and adjourn as they think proper. 

The quorum of the committee shall consist of two members. The 
proceedings of a school attendance committee shall not be invali- 
dated by any vacancy or vacancies in their number. 

25 (10.) If no schoolroom is available for the meetings of the school 

attendance committee, the board of guardians, with the sanction 
of the Local Government Board, may authorise the committee to 
use the board room of the board of guardians, or to rent some other 
room for the purpose. 

30 (11.) A school attendance committee may appear in all legal 

proceedings by their clerk or by some member of the committee 
authorised by a resolution of the committee ; and every such reso- 
lution shall appear upon the minutes of the committee, but every 
such resolution shall, until the contrary is proved, be deemed in 
.35 any legal proceedings to appear upon such minutes. 

(12.) Any legal proceedings instituted by the school attendance 
committee of any district may be carried out from time to time by 
the school attendance committee acting for the time being for such 
district, and shall not abate by reason of any change in the school 
40 attendance committee. 

(13.) Every school attendance committee shall make such reports 
and returns, and give such information to the Co mmis sioners of 
Education, as the Commissioners may from time to time require. 
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